


DESIGNING THE PROGRAMME

It was a challenge that fell largely to Toby Wright (Deputy 
Head - Pastoral). He recalls: “There was a lot of pressure 

to get it right. Having scrapped lessons on 
a Saturday it would have been virtually 

impossible to re-instate them. 
But the real challenge was to 
get a good and varied number 

of children that would give Saturdays a real buzz.”
Toby took to his new guise as impresario with relish, designing a programme of 

activities that was inspiring, challenging – and plain good fun. 
So, starting in the Michaelmas term of , the 

early pioneers of Saturday school found that French 
had given way to fencing; science to scuba diving; maths 

to modelmaking. Indeed, over the weeks and months some  diff erent 
activities included carpentry and karate, judo and war games, cooking and 
cycling skills, shooting and golf. 

Toby comments: “The great thing about a Saturday is that it means we can off er 
activities in much more depth than we could during the week. Boys have time to go riding at 
Mayfair Riding School, fi shing at Hammer Trout Farm, wall climbing at PGL or shooting at Bisley.” 

The programme has other 
benefi ts as well. She adds: 

“Educationally, discovering new 
things, challenging yourself 
and developing new talents 
brings enormous benefi ts. 
And to see a child who may 
be struggling in class during 
the week then bake the best 

pizza in the group on a Saturday works wonders for their confi dence.” Some 
children also use the time to extend their work during the week, for example 
by building up their portfolios in art or, come exam time, by getting in some 

extra revision. 
Adam Walliker concludes: “When we embarked on 

this programme, we said it be worthwhile if we could 
attract a nucleus of perhaps  children. The fact that 
it’s quite usual to see - – that’s over half the main 
prep school – is a fantastic achievement and a tribute to Toby, Helen 
and the team. Above all, though, it speaks volumes about our pupils.”

Peter Dunkley

“...to see a 
child who may 
be struggling 
in class during 
the week then 
bake the best 
pizza in the 
group on 
a Saturday 
works wonders 
for their 
confi dence.” Article on Saturday School written by Peter Dunkley, 

Governor at St. Edmund’s School, Hindhead.
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